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FATAL BOARDING HOUSE FIRE 


CHECKERED 
RECORD 


Owner Tyrone Duren’s business activities 
have repeatedly drawn local, federal attention. 


FOOTBALL STADIUM 


Artist's sketch of Temple University's stadium 
as seen along the south side of Norris Street. It 
would be built below sidewalk level to avoid 
overwhelming rowhouses. 


Temple University 


Temple plans 
show U shape, 
underground 
vehicle access 


By Julia Terruso 
STAFF WRITER 

It would be built 25 feet below sidewalk 
level on two sides to avoid eclipsing the tops 
of neighboring rowhouses. Trucks and team 
buses would enter underground to minimize 
disruption. The U-shape design would fun- 
nel noise toward Center City. 

Temple University this week released sev- 
eral more details about its proposed football 
stadium, stressing its plans to ease disrup- 
tions to North Philadelphia neighbors. 

The university is pushing ahead with 
plans for a 35,000-seat stadium, despite out- 
cry from residents who complain they’ve 
been left out of the conversation and who 
worry about noise, traffic, parking, and stu- 
dent behavior. The stadium would be built 
on land owned by Temple, but would re- 
quire the closure of 15th Street between 
Montgomery and Norris Streets. No neigh- 
borhood residents would be displaced, Tem- 
ple has said. 

The updates came via a presentation, 
first reported by the Temple News, which 
administrators had intended to share at a 
town hall meeting that ended in protests 
last month. 

“We want to get this information out to the 

See TEMPLE on A6 


A dumpster sits outside 1855 N. 21st St., where the bodies of three people were found three days after firefighters fought 
5 5 H 
Pm glad they’re doing 


the blaze at the unlicensed boarding house. James MOSLEY 

G something now. It’s just a 
shame that it took a fire and the 
deaths of these people to get 
their attention. 


William Sanders, Duren’s former business 
partner, who emailed Philadelphia city code 
inspectors four years ago about potentially 
dangerous violations at 34 properties 


By Jeremy Roebuck 
STAFF WRITER 

s they probe the fatal fire last week that 

killed four tenants of an unlicensed 

North Philadelphia boarding house, city 

officials have pledged to fully investigate 

— and potentially prosecute — the build- 
ing’s owner, whose mismanagement they blame for 
contributing to the tragedy. 

They won’t be the first to do so. 

Since 2006, Granite Hill Properties, a small Cali- 
fornia firm, has bought up a vast portfolio of dis- 
tressed buildings in poverty-stricken neighbor- 
hoods across the city. But despite regularly draw- 
ing the scrutiny of code inspectors, tax authorities, 
and even the U.S. Justice Department over the last 
12 years, the business and its owner, Tyrone Duren, 
have rented their properties unhindered to dozens 
of low-income tenants — often without a license to 
do so, an Inquirer and Daily News analysis of court 
records and city regulatory actions shows. 

In 2016, federal prosecutors in California indicted 
Duren — a 47-year-old former agent of the U.S. De- 
partment of Homeland Security — alleging he used 


FAMILY IMMIGRATION 
Grandparents 
care for kids 

so Immigrant 
parents can work 


By Alfred Lubrano 
STAFF WRITER 

When Rita Shekhtman came to America 
from Ukraine in 1991, her two grandchildren 
were already living with their parents in 
Northeast Philadelphia. 

She and her husband arrived to take care 
of the little ones, ages 6 and 7, while their 


Kings and queens of ‘Nova Nation parents worked 


Granite Hill as a money-laundering front to hide 
thousands of dollars in cash he stole from drug traf- 
fickers along the Mexican border. Some of those pro- 
ceeds, investigators claim, were used to finance Du- 
ren’s property purchases in Philadelphia. 

Two years earlier, the Department of Licenses and 
Inspections sued Granite Hill for running a boarding 
house at 1855 N. 21st St. without proper authoriza- 
tions. As part of the settlement in that suit, Duren 

See LANDLORD on A6 


Super fans: The Kellys and Kilmers are courtside fixtures. 


cooked, I l cooked, 
washed, I took I washed. | 
By Mike Jensen are the only ones there,” Tom them to school and 7 
STAFF WRITER Kelly, Villanova class of ’74, said sat with them for took them to school 
The reinvasion of Texas begins. this week. homework, and sat with them 


Two years ago, thousands of Villa- 
nova fans made their way to Hous- 
ton for the Final Four, as many 
more tried to get there but found 
flights to the region booked and 
hotels full. Plenty have said 
they’re making it this time, so it 
shouldn’t be hard to spot ’Nova 
fans this weekend inside the Ala- 
modome. 

They love to call themselves 
"Nova Nation, but when ’Nova is 
playing on a winter weeknight in 
the Midwest, it can sometimes feel 
more like a little fanatical colony. 

“Sometimes, us and the Kilmers 


> PEAKING AT THE RIGHT 


> BOB FORD: Wright is sure 


Villanova faithfuls (from left) Debbie and Tom 
Kelly, and Bobbi and John Kilmer. Debbie and 
Tom, from Somerset County, N.J., are on an 
85-game attendance streak. Courtesy of the Kelly family 


> MARCUS HAYES: Kris 


What he didn’t add: The Kellys 
and the Kilmers are always there. 
Tom and Debbie Kelly, from Somer- 
set County, N.J., are on an 85-game 
attending streak, going back to late 
in the 2015-16 regular season. 

In the getting-there business, 
they see the Kilmers as mentors. 
Bobbi and John Kilmer, from Hun- 
terdon County, N.J., missed one 
game this season, opting for sanity 
and missing a game at DePaul on 
Dec. 27. However, John Kilmer 
long ago established a legit claim 
to being king of all ’Nova fans, 

See FANS on A12 


> HONORS FOR BRUNSON: 


for homework. ... 
Here, families need 
money for day care, 
but cannot pay for 
it. That’s why I’m 
so happy | came 

to America. 


Rita Shekhtman, 81, who 
came from Ukraine in 
1991 to help raise her 


through college,” 
Shekhtman, 81, 
now an American 
citizen, said 
through a transla- 
tor. “Here, families 
need money for 
day care, but can- 
not pay for it. 
That’s why I’m so 
happy I came to 


America.” two grandchildren in 
For years, immi- Northeast Philadelphia 
grant grandpar- 


ents have trekked to the United States not 
necessarily for better jobs or a fancier life, 
but to help their children raise kids. And 
lately, it seems, even larger numbers of old- 
er immigrants are doing so. 


Thanks to these international babysitters, 
See GRANDPARENTS on A2 


the Wildcats will rise to the 
occasion. D1 


TIME: Booth is key to squad’s 
growth, Wright says. D1 


Jenkins hopes to rebound 
from career setbacks. D6 


The point guard is AP’s 
player of the year. D6 
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